Fitzgerald is considered by many to be the spokesperson of the 1920's post-World War I, offering his readers a distinctive look into the Golden Age of the U.S.A.. This article focuses on F. Scott Fitzgerald's masterpiece The great Gatsby (2001) and its representation and criticism of the historical context in which author and novel are inserted: the Jazz Age or the Roaring Twenties of the United States of America. For this purpose, our critical framework is based on Bloom's (2006) and Heise's (2001) studies on the subject, targeting a pertinent dialogue with Fitzgerald' s work. As a result of our articulation between the critical framework and the corpus, we were able to recognize how the American author managed to express in his work a keen perception of the social conventions and the morals of the Jazz Age, of both the overt (the parties and the ostentation) and the covert aspects (the emptiness of that society and the unspoken post-war dread) of his time. 
INTRODUCTION
The present article aims to analyze how Fitzgerald's historical background and life experiences influenced substantially the writing of The great Gatsby, his magnum opus, and how the novel can enlighten the reader as to what was like to live in the author's time, such a chaotic moment in American history.
During the 1920's, the United States of America underwent a significant shift on its financial and civil settings after succumbing to near bankruptcy due to the effects of World War I. As a result, the American citizens went through a period of unconstrained consumerism, which consequently led to the subversion of the conventions and sense of morality of the society as a whole. Fitzgerald's acclaimed novel, The great Gatsby (2001) , originally published in 1925, may be considered a singular characterization of the Roaring Twenties, for the American author, by witnessing the rise and fall of this period directly, is able to illustrate the dissonance amidst customary and tarnished sense of morality by highlighting the characters and their characterizations -dreams, strong desires for success and commodity, disenchantments -, to ultimately demonstrate that the American Dream was a generalized illusion unrestricted to societal groups and individuals.
THE ROARING TWENTIES
It comes as no surprise that F. Scott Fitzgerald was pointed to be the spokesperson of the Roaring Twenties -or as he would like to call, The Jazz Age -, for he was an active member of the society from which he came, particularly regarding its cultural dimension; the author was keen to register this distinct period in his writings, which are underlined with a poignant critique of the vicissitudes of This sociological paradox occurred due to the impact that World War I had caused throughout America. During the war, the United States were experiencing a financial stagnation which led the country to change its dynamics, economically-wise (McNEESE, 2010) . Factories and businesses alike faced a great percentage of cutbacks -manufacture, plantation and animal income, and export decreased -and, as a result, a near commercial bankruptcy took over.
By the end of the war, however, when the mass production of weaponry was no longer needed, the economic focus of the nation shifted towards improving its own financial status (PIETRUSZA, 1998) . A few years after the war was over, the United States began to prosper and a cultural phenomenon of consumerism took place. The ever expanding consumption of goods obtained rightful recognition amongst Americans as a way to reward themselves for surviving the financial crisis installed in the country during the war period (McNEESE, 2010) , and it was fueled by the production of new technologies in large scale interconnected with accessible payment methods. Not having to worry about the prospect of going to war any time soon and with a more financially comfortable life, the citizens of the United States were enthusiastic to spend their money on the up-to-the-minute luxuries advertised by the media, creating a culture of ill-advised greediness. This deceitful sense of wealth and substantiality originated the American Dream.
The American Dream is the systematization of the American citizens' ideology that, with the good omen of fortune and stability, the people of the United States would be able to establish themselves with a "better, richer, happier life for all our citizens of every rank […]" (ADAMS, 2012, xx) . According to Adams (2012, xiii) , "[f]rom the start, […] the American dream was not about the elimination of social class distinctions, but for mobility through those ranks based on hard work." However, to be able to grant this almost utopian lifestyle, some compromises should be made -autonomy, rivalry, struggle, and commitment being some of them. And if we can see Jay Gatsby's trajectory as an indication, some people were willing to take shortcuts to achieve their objectives, resorting to illegal practices.
Not only does The great Gatsby (2001) embody the spirit of the Roaring
Twenties, but it also offers the reader a sneak peek behind the curtains of a society moved by alcohol, good music, parties, and indulgence. The author's background story, along with his special talent with words -for Fitzgerald believed that, when it comes to writing literature, "You've got to sell your heart, your strongest reactions, not the little minor things that only touch you lightly […] . But literature, even light literature, will accept nothing less […]" (FITZGERALD, 1995, n.p 
.) -, is what makes
The great Gatsby (2001) an outstanding portrait of the American 1920's.
THE MAN BEHIND THE (HI)STORY
It goes without saying that the life of an author is highly likely to play a part on his or her creative thinking process. One could even say that it is possible to make parallels between their lives and works. That does not mean that a literary piece should be taken as an autobiographical one. Fitzgerald's works began to receive notoriety since his school years, when a detective short story of his was published (and praised) in the school newspaper, when he was 13 years old.
After completing high school education, the soon-to-be acclaimed author went to Princeton University with intentions to master his craft, but it was of no use, given that he dropped out to join the army (BLOOM, 2006) . Afraid he would die in the war (even though he had never been to one), he wrote what is known to be his first novel, The romantic egotist, but it was rejected by the publisher (BRUCOLLI, 
A SNEAK PEEK BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE GREATEST AND LONGEST

PARTY OF ALL TIMES
When one hears about the 1920's, the images that come to one's mind are bobbed-hair flappers and people dancing the Charleston to the sound of jazz music. One will be able to notice in his speech that Tom treats Daisy as one of his proprieties, neglecting her feelings entirely on the matter, for he is absolutely certain that Daisy loves him. Gatsby may offer her some diversion, but he would not be able to offer her the commodities that Tom's money can buy; ergo, Daisy would never love someone such as Gatsby. Tom Buchanan's perverted sense of morality becomes the embodiment of Daisy's obstacle to achieve true happiness with Gatsby, being also the ultimate reason that drives the protagonist to his death, in a representation of how distorted ethics could emerge from a corrupted understanding of the purpose of the American Dream.
Besides this lavish way of living praised by the wealthy circles of the American society, another aspect that is easily distinguishable amongst those people is a kind of moral decay, that came as a consequence of the frenetic urgency to enrich and spend money. Such an excusable behavior, explicit in Fitzgerald's novel, was specially justified if it meant for one to achieve his or her goals, such as to attain a desirable social status. In this sense, Fitzgerald constructed his protagonist, Jay 
CONCLUDING REMARKS
It is remarkable to realize how revealing of the Roaring Twenties -not only its overt aspects, such as the parties and ostentation, but its covert aspects as well, such as the emptiness of that society and the unspoken post-war dread -The great Gatsby (2001) can be. We may also argue that the literary piece crosses significant points and represents aspects of Fitzgerald's life itself. That is because the lifestyle of the Roaring Twenties is embedded in his veins, in his work and in his writing style. It is this fine distinction that allows Fitzgerald to set himself apart from the other writers of that period. In addition to that, we understand that it is the author's sharp perception of his surroundings that makes the reader to be deeply invested both on the plotline and on the history of such a tumultuous time period.
The Roaring Twenties seemed to be an exciting and sophisticated time for the U.S., but upon careful observation the anguish that had been swept under the rug of
